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4 good reasons to visit Bayonne

The easy-living town of Bayonne is just 10 minutes 
from the ocean, 30 minutes from Spain and 40 
minutes from the foothills of the Pyrenees. It 
neighbours famous Basque Coast seaside towns 
(Biarritz, Anglet, etc.), typical small Basque villages 
(Espelette, Sare, etc.) and borders the wild beaches 
of the Landes coastline. Bayonne lauds this quiet life, 
developing a holiday atmosphere all year round, 
whilst upholding its commercial traditions with clean, 
lively streets, decorated with flowers, running through 
its protected pedestrian old town.

1. Soak up its sweet life 2. Discover the Basque Country 

This region is brimming with personality, and proud 
Bayonne is a typical Basque town. Lying between 
the ocean and the mountains, the Basque Country is 
made up of seven provinces: 3 French and 4 
Spanish (in total covering almost 21 000 km²). If 
you’re wondering whether you made the right choice, 
rest assured that Bayonne and the Basque Country 
will win you over. It’s rolling green hills are set off by 
its traditional picturesque red and white houses, and 
you can practically feel the salty spray off the ocean. 
As a land of contrasts, with strong ties to the ocean, 
the Basque Country remains “a corner of France 
where happiness blooms, an Earthly paradise.”

3. Delve into its History and 

Heritage

Bayonne owes its grand heritage to its stirring 
history. Over the last 15 centuries, the old fortified 
town’s destiny has been intricately linked to its 
location, as a meeting point for the Adour and Nive 
Rivers, and its close proximity to Spain. The “Town 
of Art and History” label awarded in 2011 
acknowledges the town’s 2000 years of history 
and its rich heritage. Its monuments are headed up 
by St Mary’s Cathedral that towers over the city, 
boasting a Gothic cloister, one of the largest in 
France. 
Each of the town’s stones reads like an open 
history book, proof of a past that lights up and 
lavishes an ethereal aura on Bayonne. 

4. Bring on the festivities

It wouldn’t be euphemistic to call Bayonne a party 
town because the famous Bayonne festival is 
known far and wide. Deeply rooted in the region’s 
cultural identity, the Festival brings out local values 
- such as communication and sharing - to be 
passed down and filtered through all ages. In 
Bayonne, there’s always a good excuse for a hearty 
celebration: Chocolate festival, Ham Fair, Corridas, 
Music Day, etc.
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Major events and new for 2018

Carnival

8,9 & 10 February 2018 

The Ham Fair

From 29 March to 1 April
2018 

"Bayonne fait le pont"

From 10 to 13 May 2018 

Music Day

21 June 2018 

Medieval market

From 12 to 14 July 2018 

Fireworks and entertainment

14 July 2018 

Bayonne Festival

From 25 to 29 July 2018 

Xabi BELAIN • +33 (0)5 59 46 01 42 • promotion@bayonne-tourisme.com 
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Major events and new for 2018

Journées du Patrimoine

15 & 16 September 2018 

Bayonne chocolate festival

From 19 to 21 October 2018 

Christmas entertainment

From 1 to 31 December 2018 

Temporada

29/07, 15 and 31/08, 1 and 2/09 2018 

Campo de Feria

From 31 August to 02 September
2018

Xabi BELAIN • +33 (0)5 59 46 01 42 • promotion@bayonne-tourisme.com 

Saint Esprit fete le pont

From 21 to 23 September 2018 
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Bayonne in a nutshell

Visiting Bayonne

Biarritz Basque Country airport is 
just 15 minutes from the town 
centre. 
Daily flights to Paris (1 hour), Lyon 
(1 hour), London (2 hours) ... 

Bayonne railway station (TGV high 
speed link) is right in the town centre. 
Several major routes run daily: 
Madrid, Toulouse, Paris (4 hours 45 
minutes) 

2 hours from Bordeaux and Pau, 3 
hours from Toulouse, 5 hours from 
Madrid, Nantes, and Montpellier, 6 
hours from Barcelona...You could 
also consider car-sharing and the 
bus!! 

The Basque Country 
Bayonne provides a gateway to the Basque 
Country and its many wonders. The Basque 
Country, or Euskal Herria, is a region made up of 7 
French and Spanish provinces stretching over 
21,000 km2. It is a land of contrasts caught 
between mountains and ocean, resolute and proud 
of its traditions. You’ll find it hard to remain 
impervious to its charms.

Get ready for your stay
The Bayonne Tourist Office website will provide all 
the information you need to get ready and organise 
your stay.

www.bayonne-tourisme.com/en/

www.biarritz.aeroport.fr www.voyages-sncf.com www.blablacar.fr 
www.checkmybus.fr/ 

Geographic location 

Town in South West France, in the 
administrative department of Pyrénées- 
Atlantiques (64), in the New Aquitaine region, 
25 km from the Spanish border and 5 km from 
the ocean

Population 

49 550 inhabitants in 2016

Twin towns

Pamplona (Spain), Daytona Beach (USA)...
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Bayonne, history and heritage
Strategic, decisive location: 

where the River Nive flows into the Adour, right on Spain’s doorstep 

From Lapurdum to Baiona

The History of Bayonne goes back to Ancient times when 
the Romans set up a garrison there, calling it Lapurdum. 
The city walls on Rue des Augustins, and the Plachotte 
Roman tower, still visible today, were unfortunately not 
enough to protect the town from barbarian invasions. The 
town definitively took the name of Baiona (meaning ‘Good 
River’ in Basque) in the 10th century. The town began 
trading and became one of the most important ports in the 
Duchy of Aquitaine

English for 300 years

In 1152, Bayonne’s destiny shifted when Eleanor, 
Duchess of Aquitaine, married Henri Plantagenet, 
King of England. This was the start of a golden age 
that would last almost three centuries. The port 
became a major trading post between France and 
England. The city prospered and developed, and 
religious art blossomed, culminating in St Mary’s 
cathedral, a work of art inspired by the Northern 
Gothic style. Bayonne also became a military base 
known for its shipyards.

A French stronghold

With French rule restored in 1451 under by Charles VII, Bayonne played a strategic role in the period’s geopolitics, 
shaken by the conflict with Spain. However, the town’s fate was threatened once again as the unstable course of 
the River Adour shifted north into the Landes region; the port silted up and lost its traffic. It wasn’t until Louis de 
Foix came along that considerable work brought the course definitively back to the river we know today, reviving 
the port of Bayonne. Louis XIV signed a peace treaty with Spain in 1659 and commissioned Vauban to fortify the 
town, building a fort and a citadel there. This stronghold identity has been inexorably linked to the town’s fate ever 
since.
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The port of Bayonne
The Port, a heritage element in itself

Trump card in Bayonne’s development and dynamism 

Enhanced by its history, Bayonne owes its priceless heritage to its geographic situation. In fact, its fate has 
always been intrinsically linked to its port, the meeting point of the Rivers Adour and Nive, and its proximity to 
Spain. The town saw off challenges at every turn, spurred on by its Nunquam Polluta motto that means “Never 
sullied”! The trading that developed around the port over time made Bayonne an important international 
business hub. The Port of Bayonne plays its own role in the “Town of Art and History” label, as this honour 
acknowledges the port town’s economic and historical importance.

Town of Art and History 
Bayonne joined the national network of French towns awarded the 
“Town of Art and History” label in January 2011. This prestigious label is bestowed by 
the Minister of Culture to local authorities that showcase their heritage and promote it 
among their inhabitants and visitors. This project links up the present with the past and 
ties in St Mary’s Cathedral, standing in the heart of the protected area, with the Marcel 
Breuer estate, on the heights of Sainte-Croix, which is social housing at the heart of a 
vast urban redevelopment project. 

Contact : Germaine Auzeméry-Clouteau 
Culture and Heritage Board/Town of Art and History: Tel. 05 59 46 61 85 
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Bayonne, Art town
Religious monuments

St Mary’s Cathedral dominates the whole town with its 
two spires. Clearly influenced by the Champagne 
region, it stands out among Gothic religious buildings in 
the south of France, probably thanks to knowledge 
brought by pilgrims on St James’ Way. Its flamboyant 
Gothic cloister is one of the most spacious in France. 
The Episcopal Palace opposite it, the churches of St 
Andrew and Saint-Esprit (the Holy Spirit) also 
demonstrate clear religious influences. 
Contact : 05 59 59 17 82

Fortified city

Just like a belt of old stones polished by several 
centuries of history, the ramparts mark out the initial 
town boundary. Although rearranged over the 
centuries, it was Vauban, more than anyone, who gave 
them their current outline. The Château-Vieux, built on 
the remains of the former Roman castrum, is a 
massive medieval fortress standing right in the town 
centre! The Château Neuf, overlooking Petit Bayonne, 
was built by Charles VII right after the One Hundred 
Years’ War. As for the Citadel, Vauban’s great work, its 
main gate opens to the South over a stunning view. Our Museums

The Basque Museum, founded in 1922, displays 
many hand-picked items, organised into themes 
throughout 20 rooms, explaining the traditions of 
Basque society and the history of Bayonne 

The Bonnat-Helleu museum is Bayonne’s fine art 
museum. It is temporarily closed for restructuring 
and modernisation. 

Basque Museum 

Bonnat-Helleu Museum

Tel : 05 59 59 08 98 

Tel : 05 59 46 63 60 
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Guided tours

Free for under 12s 

2-hour themed tours, all year round for Individuals, Groups and 

School Groups!

Bayonne boasts a real wealth of craftsmanship. 
This includes hand-sewn espadrilles, made 
according to pure Basque traditions, Basque 
linen and even the last makila manufacturers 
(the traditional Basque walking stick).
http://www.gaapa.fr/

Local and traditional craftsmanship

The Bayonne Tourist Office and its official tour guides run an intense, varied guided-tour programme throughout 
the year. Find out all about this town crammed with treasures and secret nooks by exploring the protected area 
around St Mary’s Cathedral, including the cloister, ramparts, Gothic cellars or the town’s gourmet history.

Le Vieux Bayonne 

Bayonne ramparts 

Le Petit Bayonne 

Saint-Esprit

Treasure Hunt in Grand Bayonne 

Check out the quarterly schedule on
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Group Department : Olivier DELBOS . 05 59 46 01 41 . promotion@bayonne-tourisme.com

Prices from 
€7 per person 
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Bayonne lives it up

A bustling market town, 

all year round

An idyllic place 

 to stay

Bayonne keeps up its commercial traditions: 
attractive shops mixing in national brands with 
charming small boutiques within the old town’s 
protected pedestrian centre. Just stop and browse 
the shop windows and you’ll be tempted to step 
inside and buy some beautiful Basque linen, fall 
for the endearing charm of items in the antique 
and bric-a-brac stores around the cathedral, or 
snap up some gourmet regional products in the 
covered markets, rebuilt in Baltard style.

Lively, clean street, decorated with flowers, the 
quays, sunny terraces looking over the River 
Adour... Wherever you look, you’ll be amazed by the 
town’s peaceful beauty although you’ll never get 
bored. Bayonne is proud to show off its splendid 
heritage passed down through its colourful history; 
the vaulted cellars, stunning houses with the 
traditional “bull’s blood” red timbering, cut stone 
buildings with beautiful wrought iron balconies, and 
all the other details entwined in the feeling of “good 
living” you get as you wind your way through the 
paved streets of Petit Bayonne.Business office  Tel : 05 59 59 78 03 

www.bayonne-commerces.com

" Bayonne is calling your name, stand up and be counted !"
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Bayonne has plenty 

of personality

It is the economic capital of 
the Basque Country and 
reflects the region’s 
personality. This is a land 
where red and white houses 
cling on to the rolling green 
hillside, and where the ocean 
inspires many a voyage
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Bayonne tucks in
Bayonne’s gastro-reputation has a proven track record. 
Its many chefs cook up a whole host of speciality dishes 
for your amateur taste buds or gourmet palate. 
From pintxos to intricate dishes, you’re bound to find 
something you like, and you’ll be longing to go back for 
another taste. 
Whether it is in a restaurant, a bodega, in a cider house 
or in the covered market, where all the locals hang out, 
you can try all the Basque Country’s speciality dishes, 
boasting a clutch of Michelin stars in a relatively small 
area 

Weekend break: 
Gourmet weekend

Includes breakfasts, dinner in a cider 
house (3 courses, drinks not included 
except for unlimited cider), Gastro-dinner 
(drinks not included), tourist tax and the 
travel pack.

Accommodation for 2 nights 
in a 3* or 4* hotel 

From €172 per person
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Strolling along the banks of the River Nive or through the
old town streets, you can enjoy a glass of txakoli and a
few tapas, try a glass of Irouléguy, Navarre or La Rioja
wine to wash down a side of beef, axoa or a thick slice of
fried ham. You’ll get good value for money in a historic
setting, making Bayonne a town of Art and History that is
celebrated far and wide. 
If you only have a short time, a cup of hot chocolate in
one of the many tea rooms will help you understand why
Bayonne is proudly known as the Capital of Chocolate. 

Piperade recipe

  Ingrédients : 

3 spoonfuls of 
olive oil, t

hyme, laurel, powdered Espelette pepper, 

salt and pepper 

Skin the tomatoes and the peppers by blanching the tomatoes and 

putting the peppers in the oven. Seed the tomatoes and dice them. Seed 

the peppers and the chillies and cut them into strips. Brown the onions 

in the olive oil 
for a few minutes, add the peppers and the chillies, mix 

well and cook for 20 minutes. Then add the tomatoes, garlic, thyme 

and laurel. Mix, season with salt and pepper and then add the 

ground Espelette pepper. Simmer it all for 20 m
inutes. 

4 
4 

4 
2 



Bayonne and Chocolate

A tasty tradition going back 4 centuries

A local delicacy

The origin of Bayonne’s chocolate-making goes back to the start of the 17th century, when Jews fled the Spanish 
Inquisition and set up home in the Saint-Esprit neighbourhood, on the right bank of the River Adour. They brought 
their chocolate-making recipe to France and were the kingdom’s first craftsmen to work with cocoa beans. They 
quickly made their reputation thanks to the quality of their raw materials and the precision of their mixtures. They 
produced a bitter dark chocolate with high cocoa content. Nowadays, the town still boasts seven top chocolate- 
makers. Grouped together in a guild, they pass down their know-how using the same 200-year-old recipes and in 
1993 they set up an association to promote Bayonne’s fame throughout the world of chocolate: the Chocolate 
Academy.

The Atelier du Chocolat

This Bayonne institution will teach you all about the cocoa tree 
culture and the history of Bayonne chocolate whilst displaying a vast 
collection of manufacturing machines from the early 20th century. 
Every morning, it is possible to watch the craftsmen at work, making 
their famous house specialities - don’t miss it!

All year round: “Gourmet chocolate” visit
Your taste buds are in for a treat. Meet chocolate-makers and find out about Bayonne’s 
chocolate-making history, from the 17th century to the present day. 
 (Duration: 1 hour 30 minutes) 

€11 per person

More information : www.atelierduchocolat.fr

11

Monsieur Txokola

Monsieur Txokola makes its own chocolate from hand-picked cocoa beans. It 
uses French products and local craft techniques to create bars of chocolate, 
spreads and fine, gourmet cocoa powder. 
More information : www.monsieurtxokola.fr
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Bayonne and Chocolate
Local delicacy

Loyal to its traditions, Bayonne celebrates it 
chocolate industry every year during the three- 
day chocolate festival from Friday 19 to Sunday 
21 October 2018. Chocolate dipping takes place 
right on the town’s streets and visitors are invited 
to taste gourmet concoctions devised by master 
craftsmen, in a lively atmosphere.

Bayonne celebrates its chocolate

The programme for this festival includes guided tours of the town, through the streets and along the quays, 
tracing back the history of chocolate. However, there are also exhibitions, talks, inaugurations of 
Bayonne’s chocolate ambassadors... all adding to the programme for this thoroughly “delicious” 

celebration.

Calling all gourmets!

Weekend break: Chocolate Bayonne 
2 days/1 night 

Includes one night in a 3* or 4* hotel, breakfast, 1 gourmet dinner (3 
courses, drinks not included), 1 guided tour on the topic of chocolate or 
1 entry ticket to the Atelier du Chocolat plus the tourist tax and the 
travel. 

From €102 per person 
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The Ham Fair

550 years of fairs have made it an unmissable event!

The Ham fair has really become the number one event in the spring. 
Unmissable! On the Roland Barthes esplanade, the Halles square 
covered market and all along the quays, around fifty exhibitors reveal 
their manufacturing secrets and let you taste the greatest hams. It’s a 
treat for all your senses! Four intense days in the historic heart of the 
town, spurred on by traditional musical entertainment and a wide 
variety of sports and cookery competitions. Go for it! 

This year, the fair will take place from 29 March to 1 April 
2018

Legend states that in the 14th century, a wild boar killed by Gaston Phoebus fell into the salty spring in Salies. 
Hunters came across its well-preserved corpse the following season. 
This was how they discovered the best salt and how it could be used with food... This discovery made it possible to 
export Bayonne’s famous ham through its dynamic port. Each year, Bayonne holds its famous Ham Fair for 4 days 
over the Easter weekend. In 1462, Louis XI granted the people of Bayonne two annual fairs, one in early August and 
the other in the spring, still running to this day. 

Weekend break: 

Ham Fair

Includes one night in a 3* or 4* hotel, 
breakfast, 1 gourmet dinner (3 courses, 
drinks not included) plus the tourist tax 

and a travel pack. 

2 days/1 night

From €95 per person

Aubard House Ham Museum

In a historic spot in Bayonne, discover the history of the Aubard 
House, the Kintoa Basque pigs and the basic stages of making PGI 
Bayonne ham, Kintoa AOC ham and other cold meat specialities. 

charcuterie-aubard.fr
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Bayonne Ham
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Bayonne Ham is also a protected designation of origin label that has earned its great reputation. Since 1998, a PGI 
(Protected Geographic Indication) has identified and protected real Bayonne hams according to very precise 
technical specifications. Bayonne Ham is tasted in fine, almost transparent slices but it can also be cut thicker and 
fried, served with a good piperade. 



Bayonne’s sporting culture

Golf

With more than 10 courses close by, Bayonne is a very popular 
golf destination. The Makila Golf Club, located 3 km from the 
town centre, designed by the architect Rocky Roquemore, invites 
you to play in a natural beauty spot facing the Pyrenees. Right 
nearby, the Chiberta golf course is one of the loveliest courses in 
Europe. As for the Biarritz le Phare (Lighthouse) golf course, one 
of the longest-running in France, its reputation speaks for itself.

Rugby

Rugby came to Bayonne in 1913 and made a name for itself thanks to the game 
said to be played “Bayonne-style”. The Aviron club is proud to have won all 
competitions in this sport at least once and has fielded many players to the 
national team, competing all over the world. The Bayonne crowd is one of the 
most enthusiastic in France and Pottoka (pronounced “potioka”), the famous 
Aviron Bayonnais mascot, a little pot-bellied horse (a pottok is a small Basque 
pony), presents the matches in the Jean Dauger stadium (which is just as 
famous). On match days, the town is gripped by an unmissable contagious 
invasion of light blue and white.

Rowing

Rowing has historically been the town’s sport, popular for many years along the 
Rivers Nive and Adour, where the “Bayonne Nautical Society” was set up in 1875, 
followed around 30 years later by a breakaway association known as “l’Aviron 
Bayonnais”. It is essentially a rowing club and its colours are sky blue and white.
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Pelota

Passed down from the ancient game of real tennis, deeply rooted in the surrounding villages, the Basques made 
pelota their own by speeding up the game, using small and large gloves (chistera) but particularly through developing 
the bare-knuckle game played in open squares. It is therefore no coincidence that in the heart of Petit Bayonne, you 
can find the oldest closed fronton court (trinquet): the Trinquet Saint André (+33 5 59 25 76 81). In 1997, the Trinquet 
Moderne was inaugurated, (+33 5 59 59 22 34) as the first glass-walled ‘trinquet’ court in the world, a must-see in the 
Arènes neighbourhood.

abrugby.fr
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golfpassbiarritz.com 

http://makilagolfclub.com/
http://abrugby.fr/
http://makilagolfclub.com/
http://makilagolfclub.com/


The Bayonne Festival 

Origins

Bayonne would not be Bayonne without its 
famous festival. Neighbouring Pamplona’s San 
Fermin festival in July inspired Bayonne to 
organise a similar event back in the 1930s. To be 
more precise, since 1932, and despite being put 
on hold during World War Two, the festival has 
begun on a Wednesday evening at 10pm. From 
then to Sunday, for five full days, the whole town 
dresses in white topped with a red neckerchief 
and everyone gets carried away by a tide of 
contagious joy.

The festival-goers (festayres) 

All dressed in white and red, of course! They 
wouldn’t miss this event for anything in the world. 
People pour in from all over the world to share 
this great explosion of joy. It has become an 
international event, like the Rio Carnival or the 
Munich Beer Festival.

An intense programme, from dawn ‘til dusk!

Every day at midday, the festival mascot, King Leon, gets the festivities going, launching a busy 
programme running from the morning until late into the night. Banda concerts, Corso floats and parades, 
processions of “Bigheads”, contests featuring feisty young cows in St Andrew’s square, dantzazpi around 
Jacque Portes square, pelota tournaments in the Trinquet Moderne... The festival invades every nook and 
cranny of the town!  fetes.bayonne.fr

From 25 to 29 July 2018 
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Bayonne: top bull ring in France 

Bayonne is very proud of this tradition, mentioned in the very oldest writing on the subject, dating from 1289, a 
ruling that regulates the movement of animals in the streets to the place they will be slaughtered. In 1701, the first 
Spanish-style Bull Run took place in an area set out as an amphitheatre in Gramont Square in honour of Felipe V 
of Spain. However, it was not until 1853 that the first “modern” corrida was held in France, featuring picadors and 
fighting the bull to the death. The current Neo-Moorish style arena is the largest in the South West and holds 
10,400 people. Nowadays, the greatest bull fighters come back each season to fight the “toros” from the best 
breeders. 

Bayonne Festival Corrida:  29 juillet 
15 August Feria 
Atlantic Feria 31 August, 1 and 2 September 

16

Corridas and Feria

Campo de Feria

A Campo de Feria is set up around the Bayonne arena for the Atlantic Feria. With this lively new event, the arena 
esplanade joins in the party featuring a catering area, musical entertainment, dance shows, games and 
workshops for kids, exhibitions, presentation of the corridas, post-corrida “tertulias” (commentary)... 
Several cafés and restaurants from Bayonne take part in the event. 

Ticket office : 0 970 82 46 64 / bayonne.fr
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  Bayonne and its mini breaks 
Guided tours

A wide variety of themes to please everyone
Whether you’re just passing through or you want to discover everything Bayonne has to offer, get to grips with 
our history, monuments, neighbourhoods, know-how and art of living... our official tour guides will welcome you 
all year round to share their knowledge and their love for Bayonne, a Town of Art and History. The quarterly 
schedule is available on our website www.bayonne- tourisme.com/en/ 

Personalised tours arranged for groups: 05 59 46 01 41  / promotion@bayonne-tourisme.com 

Weekend breaks

“Gourmet break”, 2 nights in a 3* or 4* hotel, breakfasts, 1 dinner in a cider house (3 courses, drinks not 
included except for unlimited cider), 1 dinner at the Auberge du Cheval Blanc (drinks not included), plus the 
tourist tax and a travel pack. From €172 per person 
“Ham Fair” 2 nights in a 3* or 4* hotel, breakfasts, 1 gourmet dinner (3 courses, drinks not included) plus the 
tourist tax and a travel pack. From €95 per person
“Chocolate Bayonne” 1 night in a 3* or 4* hotel, breakfast, 1 gourmet dinner (3 courses, drinks not included), 
1 guided tour on the topic of chocolate or 1 entry ticket to the Atelier du Chocolat plus the tourist tax and a 
travel pack. From € 102 per person
“Golf Trip” 1 night in a 4* hotel (based on two people sharing), breakfasts, 2 x 18-hole green fees, 1 dinner in 
a cider house plus the tourist tax and a travel pack. From € 188 per person 

City Pass

Plenty of perks for 1, 3 or 7 days
Unlimited transport on the Bayonne Anglet Biarritz chronoplus network - free entry to the town’s museums - 
discounts in shops in Bayonne, the “Basque Country sites and museums” association’s sites and members of 
the “Basque gourmet route” 1 day: €12   3 days: €16   7 days: €20 
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“Rugby Weekend” 1 night in 4* hotel, breakfast, 1 seat in the Northern covered stand, 1 dinner in a cider 
house, tourist tax and a travel pack. From € 122 per person 



Bayonne goes green

Pedestrians rule !
Bayonne is enthusiastically encouraging a shopping tradition that calls on lively, clean streets lined with flowers, 
attractive shops - major national brands side by side with charming small boutiques - and a well-preserved old 
quarter to make the most of the town’s peace and quiet.

Choosing soft traffic

Free bikes 

Following Paris's example with its ‘velib’ bikes, 
Bayonne also offers a bike hire service. 
Bikes are lent out free of charge for one day. You 
just fill in a contract at one of the seven reception 
points, present an ID card and leave a deposit. 
Remember, the bike must be returned to the point 
where you took it before closing time! What’s more, 
bikes will not be rented to children until 15. There 
are currently 40 km of cycle tracks, offering you a 
simple, attractive way of seeing the town, enjoying 
your freedom. 
Tourist Office: 05 59 46 09 00 

Electric shuttle buses 

For several years, Bayonne has been trying to 
reduce the number of cars driving through the 
centre. Distinctive orange electric shuttle buses 
run through the town. They are free of charge and 
run every day from 7.30 am to 7.30 pm except 
for Sundays and national holidays. They stop at 
the most popular spots in the town centre and all 
the tourist sites every six minutes. The museums, 
St Andrew’s Church, the Cathedral or even the 
Château-Vieux are all on the route.
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The Tourist Office at your service

Welcoming you in a new space 

Our new reception space has been looking to the future 
since it opened in June 2015. 

We offer a personalised welcome, information on 
Bayonne and the Basque Country, a digital corner, free 
WIFI, a picture wall... 

Don’t think twice about dropping in for a few 
recommendations, our staff will be delighted to welcome 
you! 

A shop
A particularly well-stocked shop helps visitors find 
presents or souvenirs from the Basque Country. 

Bayonne festival posters, tee-shirts, Espelette 
pepper... You’re bound to find something here to 
take home from the Basque Country! 

19

Reception contact: 
05 59 46 09 00  
infos@bayonne-tourisme.com
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Follow us on social media to keep in touch 

and never miss out on our news! 

#Visitbayonne

Copyright-free photos on request


